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g@tﬂ:ﬂihg the Desert—How One Million Homes Will
- Be Established on New Oases of Arid W

UNCLE SAM 18 FLOODING THE DESERTS,

-

CORN
The first yeor's Field

CROP OF AN JDAHO OASIS.
wans sixty bushels per acre.

e o

Pioneers Who Are Making Good.
A Fortune in Dill Pickles.
Fruit Lands Worth a Thousand
Dollars an Acre—Big Crops of
Alfalfa, and Money in Os-
striches and Dates—How a
Washington Stenographer
Made $14,000—~Farms and How
to Get Them—A Look at the
Oages Communities—T heir
New Cities and Towns—Some-
thing About the Banks,

Churches and Schools—Live
Information About the Lands
of the Reclamation Service Now
Being Opened.

BY FRANK G, CANMPENTER.
2 Washington, D. C.

Threo Yeara ago he Wis o stenog-
wopher in the Post-OfMice Dopartment
at Washington. He was getting §1.-
200 & yeaer and he had ane month's an-
nual vacation. He had eaved $§1,8600
by skimplng, snd could gee but little
light for the future. Then he went
West on hls annusl leave and was
presgnt at the openlng of some gov-
ernmant irrigated lands at Huntley, in
Narthern Montann., He dropped Into
the line of homcsecekers and drew an
sllotment of forty-six pcres, with the
right toe pay for It In ten-Year instal-
ments.

He reslgned his Washington job, and,
using hi= savings, bullt himselt a home.
He¢ then cleared thirty-five acres of
sogebruzh end sowed It to oasts and
whaat. He set out an apple orchard
and betwesn the rows pult in 4,900
strawberry plents and some  currants,
grapes and blackberries. Hlis oats pro-
duced sixty-two bushels per acre and
thae wheet thirty bushels. The apple
trees graw., The next year he planted
eugar beets on thirty-one acres of this
land and the erop therefrom brought
in §3,100. Tha orchard s rapidly
growing and the man already esti-
mates himself worth at least $10,000.

That I8 the story of onée man's ex-
perience on the irrigated tracts of the
reclamation Eervice which Uncle Sam
Js now perceling out te his children.
He has already sold thousands of acres
on such instalroents and he has wa-
ter enough In the big reservoirs lately
nullt to feed 25,000 farms of forty
pcres each. This lond has all been re-
claymed from the desart, and it is only
the beginning. It s the first fruite of
the reclemation service, which has al-
ready spent $60,000,000 in dams, reser-
wolrs and cannls. A milllon acres are
now under water, and within the naxt
genaration or eo mors than & million
homes will have heen added to those
of Lur country.

Some of Uncle Sam's Settlers.

Beforn I tell you how such farms may
be gotfen I want to glve some stories
about the letters from Uncle Bam's

ronts bring as much as §2.
‘grazing country about, and alfalfa ¢

ploneera. Tho Reclamation Bureau at
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A SETTLEI'S HOME NEAR THE SHOSHONE DAM.

A NEW ECHOOLHOUSE OF THE MINIDOKA PROJECT.

Waehington has a large correapondence
from those wno have taken such
tracts. It publighes the value of the
land and tells what may be made from
them. Take the (frult ocases of the
Faclfic northwest. If the infermation
did npt come from the governmenty 1
Ehould not venture to quote i, for
the prices seem (o be out of all rea-
son. Irrigated frult lands owned by
indlvidunle right near some of the gov-
ernment tracts sell for from %5100 to
$2.000 per dcre, and some of the sage
brush nearby s bringing $50 per pare
and upward. This™is In the Yaklma
Valley end others of that reglon where
dams can be made at the outlets of
mountaln lnkes, which will eventual-
ly glve £30,600 acre feet. There is
enough water there Lo redeem o half
millon acres, and thera are four or
five achemes planned for the Yakima
Valley alone. There are pxcellent
orchard lands on nearly all of the
projects, and the men who have taken
up holdings are rapidly Erowing In
wealth,

Englneer Blanchard, of the reclama-
tion eervice, tells one of a man named
Sflver who planted ten acres of arch-
drd near Yakima about slx year: ago.
Hle netted $2,500 last vear from his
frult and the vegetables
reiged beotween the rows. In the same
reglon J. O. Shadbelt, a dry goods
merchant from Montana, mads $16,000
from the frult ralsed on forty-ons
acres. In 1907 the same orchard yield-
ed a groes of $25,000 andl a net of §20,.
090, and In the Lhree years which the
man has been fruit ralsing he has
netted $39,000, or more than $13,000
A year.

The government raports that full-
bearing orcharde produce crops nf
{rom $300 to #1,200 per peore, and that
$300 {& leps than the average If the
trees ore well kept. The lands that
have been redeemed there are being
Jlargely planted to frult, and millions
of trees have been sat out in ths val-
ley durlng the last season or so.

Robert MeCormiok, who was a lum-
berman In Minnesota, cama to this
valley ten vears ago with 75 cents In
his pecket. He worked for a time as
n teamster, end with his savings made
his fi'at payment on twenty-five acres
of the government project. The land
wag then covered with sage brush. To-
day 1t Is all in crops and is paying
him §2,000 a year above all his ax-
penses, Last fall he plcked seven.or
elght hundred boXes of apples from a
little over an acre, making a yield of
about $500 for that amount of gronnd.
A Wisconsin man the same ysar sold
43,700 worth of applea from nine acres
of trees,

A Volee From Moninoa.

Here are some letters from Huntley,
Mont, whera the Iirrigation projects
émbrace a total of 22,000 acres. Thevw
aTe not ail completed, but the water
has been put on largse tracts, and sev-
eral good sized towna have gone up.
This |s a land of grain end alfalfg.
Wheat averages thirty bushels to the
acre, barley from fifty to ssventy
bushels and oats from ninely to one
hundred bushels. The oats sell for 90
cents g hundred pounds, and good seed
There is a

worth 35 a ton in the stack. It ylelds
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which he |

from five to saven tens an acre frombaby

thres cuttings, and I8 used also to
restore the fertility of the soil A
Eugar beet factory has been recently
agtablished ney, Auntley, and the farm-
€rs are Talsing peets, getting fourteen
tona to the acre, whizh thev eell for
¥5 a toen. They can grow 300 bushels
of onlon® or 150 bushels of potatoes on

almost any part of the government
lands, and there {x an (nstance of one
farmer who grew §60 worth of cu-

cumbere on one-eight of an acre never
before touched with the plow

In connection with cucimbers I have
a lstter here from XNat Marten, of
Huntley, who made $4,200 out of a4l
piekles, which were rulsed on less than
Beven acres of Jand. He put up 320
barrels of these pickles and sold them
2t §13 n barrel. He ssys that most of
the cueumhbers were ralsed by the
nelghbors on the gbove land He pald
them 1 cent 8 pound, and this gave a
gcod profif, as some of them ralsed nine
tons to the acre. Mr. Marten says he
exp=cts to double his putput next year
and to ralse most of tha cucumbers
himself

Anather Huntley man writes that he
cama from Latrobe, Pa., and that with-
out any expsrience in irrigation farm
ing got forty-one acres from the gov-
ernment and tliled it alone, with the
assistance of his children, the oldest
of whom was just fourteen years. His
first crop brought him in $2,400. and
he expects to produce at least $3,000
worth of stuff this vear. This man
says; “It don't take a blg man to
do this. I welgh only 1382 pounds.”
His nama s W, W. Keslar, and his
chlldren are ten. ]

Not o Bad Place for Children.

A number of thesga latters show how
the bahles thrive. Thers is one from
Hermiston, Ore, writton by E. P. Dood,
saving that his nelghbor, Bushnell, had
come there three years ago and land-
ed with a pair of twins In a double

und a 3700 houss, and at the end of five
¥ears will have a §2,000 property gl
pald for. A woung carpenter bought
4 glven-up homestead of ‘ten acres and
has it now pald for, end another has
planted twenty acres to =alfalfa snd
Erapes. Y

©Ona of the Hermiston gettlsrs says

that he ls raising 600 bushelranf npione.

per acre without fertilization and crops
of other vegetables are quoted almost
4s Jarge. This is from the Umatllla
prolect, whera water {8 now available
for eleven or twelve thousand acres
and where the first settlements were
made sbout four years ago. Tha lo-
cality has excellent banks and schools,
Herminston having an $8,000 concrete
school bullding, with 160 publls, There
are newspapérs, churches and fraterni-
Ly lodges.
Osiriches ond Daten.

Do you want to ralse ostriches, figs
and dates? :

There ore plenty of chances to do so
on the lands which Uncle Sem now
ofterea in Southern Arizona and New
Mexleo. The Roosevelt Dam will open
up 240,000 acres which will grow al-
fafa, upon which ostriches will thrive,
It 15 the same with thse Yuma project,
farther South, and =0 also of tha irri-
gatlon schemes of Southern New Meaxi-
¢o. In thess regions the country Is
practically frostless, and oranges, lem-
ong, grapefrult and olives can be easily
#grown. The lands lle several hundred
feet above sen level and the tempera-
ture ranges from 20 to 118 degrees
above zeéro.

In some of the tracts the unplis are
28 low 28 ten acres, which is found to
be plenty, as crops can be raised all
the yvear round Irrigated lands bring
from §50 to $180 per acre, the govern-
ment tracts varying in cost, according
to the expense invelved in ench pro-
Ject. The govarnment report from
Carlsbad, N. M. states that the finest

buggy. He now has four hoy

Sof grapes can be ralsed, bringlng a
profit of $150 an acre, or lettuce and
peas will net §400 per acre, while Ber-
muda onlons are ylelding 25,000 pounds
to the acre and readily selling for 2
cents a pound.'

These ure a few notes as to the
profits from Unicle Sam's desert farms,
Each of the thirty-four projects now
heing reclaimed has lta own speclal
crops, varying according to climats and

soll, and those who would settle can
vecelve jull [nformation concerning
them by writing to the government
officlals.

How to Get n Farm.

But how does one get a farm on
thess fertila ocases? The lands are al-
lotted under much the esme terms as
the homestead law, save that the set.
tlars must pay the actusl cost of erects
Ing the dame end making ths Irraga-
tlon works which put the water upon
the lands. They must 2lso pay a small
rental cost per ners each vear for the
land I8 made In ten annual Install-
ments, the money all golng back to the
govarnment. When the works are paid
for the land and the works will be-
long to the community, and they will
be to a certoln extent under the Secre-
tary of the Interlor for tha future.
Tha scheme providea against mono-
poly. No one has thes right te own
more than 160 acres an any of the
tracts and the units of ownership ars
somewhere as low a8 ten ncres. In
other projecta they ars forty, and in
others sighty,

It the land 1s taken up under the
homestead law, the settler must live on
it for five years bafore he can get o
titla, and this Is so whether the lana
hes water yat or not. Tha fmounts
pald for water vary with the cost of
the irrigation workes needed to redeem
them, but In no case are they any-
thing llke the value of ‘the land when
redeemed. It Is estimated that tha
cost of raclamation will amount to

One of Virginia’s Lost Opportunities

Tha Leglslature of Virginla was In
fesslon, I think, durlng the winter of
1871-'72, jor possibly of 1572-'73, when
I recelved at my resldence, and not at
my office, though I was then engaged
In the banking business In Baltimore,
a viglt from o gentleman of the vary
highest atanding, who told me that
he wisheg to confer with me as tha
répresentative of the McCalmonts of
England, well known as ona of the
largest controcting firms in the world
He began by stating that his misalon
was of the most confidential character,
that he difl not purpose to deal through
the ususl channels, and that what
passed batween wus should be treated
by me, so far aa investigation was
concerned, as entirely personal.

On my asfenting to this he proceed-
ed to tell me that his business was
with reference to the James River and
Kanawha Cannl. T at odce told him
that T was in a position to put him
in the closest contact with its manage-
ment, as my m huad Leen for years
most closely dasoclated with It, and
that 1 could readlly obtain for him
the fullest information with regard to
iL In the most reliable manner, He
informed me that his principals did
not desire any Information whatever,
having at great expense made the
most complete Investigation possibla
as to every particular, Thelr wish was
to purchase the canal as it stood, with
a view:tdo finlshing {t substantially on
the 1inés 4figinally proposed, and that
he wis Ppudy to earry on the necea-
sary negotfations and commit them to
a certain‘eXtgnt. He stated that, while
unwilling to have this go out to the
publle, they wers prepared to begin by
an ofter of $5.000,000 cash and to bind
themeselves for an expenditure for the
work to be done, which they estimated
would not bs less than $50,000,000,
What 4hey, wepa sccking weas & ros

BY AFTON.

sponsible party to whom they could
make thelr effer.

The result of this our first {nterview
was that T ot once telegraphed to the
president of the canal, Colonel Charles
&. Carrington, requesting him to come
to Baltimore. Te, o gentleman of the
highest possible character, had de-
voted nll of the Years since the war
to the vain effort to secure the bulld-
ing of the extension of ihs canal, but
had met with no suceess whatever.
1 knew that he st last waa forced ta
despair of accomplishing his abject,
and could easlly Imazine with what
joy he would welcome a proposiilon
like thia.

He arrived most promptly, and a
conference was immediztely had be-
tween us three, at which the first
agreeméeént was that nothing of what
we were cvontemplating should tran-
gpire outside of ourselves. We then
the whole mutier, end finally Colons:
Carrington returned to Richmond with
the understanding that he was to get
the Legislature to pass a bill appoint-
ing o committes of twelve of the best
¢itizens of the State, and empowering
them to make & sele of tha canal on
thoe best terma they could. To show
what sort of mon We wanted on the
committee, I will mentlen that [
named “Rooney' Lee ng one of them,
and it was agresd that as nearly as
possible the members should be of the
standard thus laid down.

Colonel Carrington went batfore the
Legislature and réported progress to
ug, the other two who .were in pos-
sesalon of the faets of the case. It
wne not long befora o bill was pagsed
by one of the houses appointing the
¢ommittee nand conferring the power,
and I recall the profound eatisfaction
with which I learned of “this and the
dow X felt in ghinking paw much this

meant to my dear old State. Wo two,
who had met almost dally In Baltl-
more and talked over the progress of
events, were most hopeful of ultimate
success, when the final blow came to
us In the announcement made by Col-
onel Carrington that the other houss
in dealing with the bill had taclked
on o proviso that the action of the
commlittes should be referred bk to
the Legislature for confirmation, The
sesslon  was nmearly over, and this
meant, of course, & reference to the
body which was to succeed it. It was
too late to try to unde what had been
done, and It Is to be apprehended that
some adverso Interest had been at
work, und that what had been sought
could not now be obtalned. Ne this
as it may, the effect of this notlon wos
Lo cause an Immedlate withdrawal of
the representatlve of the McCalmonts
and a sudden termination of this whols
scheme. Gnesa gentlemen were ready
to take up a negotiation for the eanal
and for its completion with a set of
honest buslness men, but wers not
disposed to put themsalves at the
mercy of o leglisiative body., I mysel
believe the Leglslatures of Virginla
since the war to have been honeat,
‘but this is not the only case In which
I have known them te he thoroughly
unbusinesalike.

When we conplder that this canal,
which cost Virginia since $§15.000,000,
was ultimately glven away, and that
the rallrond bullt on It was turned
over at a sacrifice to the Chesspeako
and Ohlo Rallroad, we must acknowl-
edge, even disregarding what the com-
pletion of the cnnal would have meant
lo Virginia, that this was a great loat
opportunity.

The above Is a simple, but abaolutely
eorrect, atalement of an actual ogccur-
Fence. T

¢l at Ellensburg, Sunnyslde

B0 EAST - BROAD: STREE.

Monday's
Savings

We believe these to be the best
bargains ever had.

Lawns, Ginghams, Chambrays;
values up to
$5.00......

Great

Tub Dresses

i RS0

Summer Dresses
Cotton Foulards, Mar-

quisettes; values up to
§6.00. ..

.............. 1.98

Pongee Coats

54-inch length; sailor
trim; value $8.00...... .,

2.98

Natural shades;
sizes; value $25.00 . ..

Pongee Suits
21998

Lawns, Silks, Marquisettes.
Value
$3.00,

98¢

Waists

Value
$7.00,

Value
$5.00,

1.98

e e L e

Panamas, Mixtures, Voiles.
Value,
$6.00,

2.98

2.98

Skirts

Value
£8.00,

3.98

$10.00, (

4.98

The bulk of our stock has

been sacrificed regardless
of cost or value.

about $30 per acre, and In nearly every
project, &8 scon as the woter is on
the land, it Is worth $100 and upward
per acre. In the case of bearing or-
chards as I have gald, It may se|l for
more.

Our Opses Communitics.

The population of these cases prom-
{ses to be the highest types of Amerl-
car manhood and womanhood, The
condltions are nlmost Utoplan, Eueh
mettlement will be one of well-to-do
farmers, who are carrying on (ntenslve
cultivation and making comfortable In-
comes, with less work than I8 possible
in any other part of the country. The
farms, being small, are close together,
ond ths peoplse have o community of
interests which leads to co-opeération
and eoclal organizetion. They will
market thelr fruits and crops in com-
mon, and will form combinatlons to
get the best prices and to ralsa the
best products. This Is already belng
done In the frult reéglens. There wlill
also be financial combinations of the
eettlars to establish factories In their
various communlities,

Libraries pnd Schools.

The schoola which have already bebn
etarted upon thess projects are Ifar
nbove the aoverzge of thoss in the
country districts in other parts of "the
United States. In most cases thay
compors with the schools of the clties
Most of the oases have what |s known
as centralized graded schools, to which
the children ara brought In carringes
that go dally from farm to farm and
collect them. Great care Is taken in
selecting the teachers, and a hilgp
school education mav ba wotten without
leaving tha faorm.

Among the Interesting features of
theas schooly area the gardens and t-
tle farma conneoced with them. The
children learn practical agrleulture by
ralsing plants, frults and gralns, prizes
heing glven for the best work. The
teaching is all In tho apirit of the farm,
and its alr 1s to mnke the children
love the farm and to have them stay
on It. In the past the country schoofs
have been managed by elty teachers,
who have taught the children to de-
Episs agriculturs and tried to make
tRem leave the farmsa for tha cliy.

As to the schopls already estabilshed
on the project ar Carlsbad, N. M., 600
children are enroilsd, Tha praded school
bullding Iz of brick, sltuated In o large
park, and the town hag recently erect-
ed p $1,500 high school. Belle Fourche,
in South Dakota, has two graded
schools and & high school, while in
Bturglss thore s a public graded
sohool with & larga attendance. Near-
by era the University of South Dakotn,
the Btata School of Mines and o Etate
Normal School. In Huntley, In MNaorth-
ern Montan#, there are excellent edu-
catlonal facllitles, and the sume I8 trua
of the othar vrojects of tha Lower
Yellowstons Valley., Tha puplls are
taught rfor nine months In each year,
nnd the Stats course of atudy pro-
vides for the teaching of agriculturs In
the four highest grades,

In Yaokima the best of common sehool
facilities are to bo found in every
part of the Irrignted reglons. There
are graded schools and high schools
and North
Yakima, ond at the latter place, In
addition to the publle schools, thera
ars a business aollege, school of musie
gnd art and a catholle academy for
girls. In all of these projects nine
months of school is the rule.

Towns of the Onses,
Nearly every one of those reclama-

tlon projects has scveral towns which
ara repldly springing Into being. In
the Yakima WValley they are situated

on the government lands and In the
country adjolning, North Yakima has
over 12,000 poople, Sunnyside has 1,800,
Ellansburg 5,204 and Prossser 2,000, In
additiop to this there are a number af
other towns and villages,

\  Most of these places have graded

streets boardered with treea kapt aliva
by irrigation. They have gas and slec-
tric lights and good telephone eystems,
They publish newspapers. North Ya-
kima has a public labrary which cost
$60,000, & courthouse worth $125,000,
and the government 18 soon to erect a
Fedsral bullding thers at a cost of a
quarter of a mlllion.

Thea chiaf town In the Umatilla pro-
ject Is Hermiaton, which already has
600 peopls, including & large number
of farmers who live thers and drive
to and from thelr farms. The placa haa
several blg business” blocks, two lum-
ber yards, an $8,000 publie school bulld-
Ing, and there are in the county twalve
banks, with total deposits of upward
of §4,000,000. Hermlston has  two
banka..

On the Klamath {rrigation project the
chiaf town (s Klamath Falls, though
there are other ssttlaments which ars
rapldly growing, Klamath Falla hae
four banks, two newspupers, n high
school bullding which cosat $40.000 and
& number of soclety lodges. Tha eost
of redeeming tho lond hers was on
the average $530 per fcre and the maln=-
tenancs churge 75 cents per acre eachi
year.

Soma of the Irrigation projects of
Tdaho ara tributary to Bolse, the 'capl=
tal of the State, n town which has
munlicipal fmprovements equal to thosa
of the finest realdence cltles of tha
West. Therns are some smail towns on
the projects themselves, and the edu=-
catlonal, financial and goclal condi=
tlons are among the best In the eoun«
try. As to Eolse, it has six banks,
with deposits of over $6,000,000 an
school bulldings which rapresent np
property vialus of more than $400,000,
Its high schools are among the best iy
tha country, the graoduates belng ac+
eredited to all colleges that admit stu+
dents upon credentials.

(Copyright, 1911, by Frank G. Carpsi«<
tar.)

Buena Vista Social News. 2

[Speeial to The Timea-Dispateh.l

Buena Vista, Va, Auzust 12 —Daeing
the puast week & number of entartain-
ments have been given in honor of
vialting women. Thursday atterncon
Mrs. W T. Paxton entertalned with
eard party In donor of Mrs. Hug
Frasar, of Georgatown. 8. 0., 'whao §
her house guest, and Mrs, Ridout and
Mizs Taylor, of Richmond, who ars
the guests of Allzs Lucy Glasgow, ag
Tuscan Villa Those present wera
Mrs, W, H. Gilkyson, J, H. Mapp, H.
Trumbower, W, Dickingon and
Mlegges \Waldror, of Bowllng Greon,
Ky, Mizs Lewls, Lexington, Ky.; Miag
Atkinson, Clifton Forge; Misa Saral
Stevens, Washington, D, C.; Miss Anna
Parsons, Farsalia: Miss Georgla Boona,
Miss Eleanor and Kathrina Paxton,

Misa Waldrop, of Bowling Greeng

Ky.; Miss Lewls, of Lexington, Ky.,
nnd Miza Atkinson, of Clifton Forge,
have heen the guests of Mrs. C. P,

CGiraham for the past week.

Thursday evening a very enjoveble

hop wia given ot ths Marlbroo

Hotel
in hono

of the vislting young womeén.

evening Mrs. A. Ruckar
intormal card party ‘n honop
¢ Wuldrop, Lewls and Atkin-

TP, Dickinson, Miss Ethsl Rucksr,
Lynehburg: Miss Brown, of Chare
Mrs, Sallle  Talterio, réﬁ.

of
lottesville;
this elty,
Nineger, of Roanoks, are on an auto=
maobila trip through the Valley, They
will visit Staunton, Charlottesville and
Washington nefore they returnp.

and Mr. and Mra. J,

Mr. ond AMrs. W. N. Key, Frank Key,
and Miss BEvle Brumlef aré ori .an
automabile trip, They will visit Staun«
ton and Charleston, W. Va.

Aliss Arna Parsons, of Farsilla, ywhia
hes been the guest of ha raunt, Mrag
D. It, Miller. has returned to her homeg

Mre, J. . Wells, of Wilmingtong |
N the guest of her plater, Mrag
D, R. Miller, iEhy

AMr. and Mrs. W, T. Veet, who
been spending a couple of waek)
Atlantle Clwy, returned home ggim
e R R wi ho hase :

Mrs. H. R. 8, who ‘b
spending thg past two weeka
herst, returpned ta her hopa
day, .
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